[The significance of interleukins and of Candida-IgE in chronic recurrent vulvovaginal candidosis].
We examined 104 patients with chronic recurrent vulvovaginal candidosis; 41 healthy women were selected for the control group. Vaginal samples were taken, and yeasts were grown and tested for Candida strains: 29.8% of samples contained Candida spp.; two of the control women were infected. We also identified interleukin IL-4, 5 and 13, but there was only significant increase in IL-4. In addition, prostaglandin E2, whole IgE and Candida-specific-IgE was identified. Also here prostaglandin E2 and the Candida IgE were significantly higher in comparison with the control group, while whole IgE showed no significant increase. This resulted in an allergic component in the chronic recurrent vulvovaginal candidosis, which suggested that therapy should be reconsidered.